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THE whole Works of the moſt Rev. 
Zdward Synge, late Lord 4 "mop of Tuan, 
Treland ; collected together in Four Volumes, 

fifting of a great Variety of Trafts, on the moſt u 
anterefiing, and important Points and Docirines 
Chriſtian Religion. | 
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ory COMMUNION. My 
" 2 ; 4k 
1 CERTAIN Man made a great Supper, and 140 
% many ; and ſent his Servant at Supper 04 
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h ſay to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
ware now ready. And they all with one Conſent 
170 MAKE EXCUSE, Luke xiv. 16, &c. 
Deſign of this Parable is, to repreſent the 
ner of God's Dealing with the People of the 
h upon their rejeCting the Faith of Chri/?, and 
Ing to embrace the Goſpel. The Apoſtles of 
„ who were the Servants of God, were ſent 
commanded, in the figſt Place, to preach the 
Tidings of the Goſpel to them, and to in- 
em to come and partake of that Bleſſing and 
vineſs, which was offered them by God, 
oh Faith in, and Obedience unto, his Son 
Grit. But they, generally, having their 
s wholly, in a Manner, addicted to the Love 
is World, had no Inclination to receive ſo 
and ſpiritual an Inſtitution, and did not only 
ſelves reject, but alſo perſecuted others for 
acing the Ghri/tian Profeſſion ; deſpiſing and 
ng under Foot the Son of God; and counting 
bird of the Covenant, wherewith they ſhould 
been ſanfified, ar unholy Thing: And even 
Deſpite wnts the Spire? of Grace, Which would 
K 2 7 have 
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f K . 5 wited 1 
have wrought upon their Hearts, in order to th 


Converſion. As therefore the Man in this Paral Fw 
"who made the Supper, was offended with G, a: 
who did: not come when they were invited, Mich 7 
therefore wholly excluded them from his Tab ceptin: 
and fent his Servants to-call others'in their Roo en. f 
2 find it in the latter Part of it) ſo fiſſer, w 
Almighty God caſt off the People of the nr. 
upon their obſtinate rejecting of eus Chrijt; M lercwi 
ing them up to be deſtroyed and ſcattered by Mtoe. 
Power of the Romans; and commanded the Ap ich w 
tles to go out into all Parts of the World, to That 
ther a Church and a peculiar People unto him fit it i 


among the Gentiles. But my preſent Aim, in 
flecting upon this Parable, lies clear another V Wit: at t. 
namely, to repreſent and reprove theſe Excuſe: 
Prelences, Which ſo many Men do make for 
groſs Neglect of the Hoh Communion of the Bad MN, 2 
Blood of Chriſt, notwithſtanding that God, by 4X 
Mouth of his Miniſters, does fo frequently call Wh ur 
earneſtly invite them thereunto. And indeed Wh; Ord 
Mlatter is in fo lively a Manner repreſented in 
whole Deſign of it, that I think it is ſcarce pol ereb 
to draw a more exact Parallel. . Sacri 
For here, in the firſt Place, we have Almi s of th 
God mäking a Supper for us, for the tecv his 2 
and nouriſhing eur Souls in Virtue and 1:4 us; a 
through the Paſſion and Death of our Savi duly p 
'Chrijt Feſus, which he has appointed for ever . an 
be commemorated, by our eating of this Bree Th 
and drinking of this Cup, in Remembrance Bll who 
him. To this Supper we ate not once only, ny Thir 
often bidden, by the frequent Admonitions "them, 
Exhortations of God's Miniſters addreſſed "When Me 
zus, that We ſhould: come and be Partakers of Hud for { 
Holy Communton; and as the Gueſts, _— 
£ 1 | In 
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th pertinent Excuſes for their not coming; one 
a2 ./ benght a Piece of Ground, another five Yoke of 
Mr, and a third had marricd. a. I ße, none of 


cepting of the good Man's Kindneſs; juſt ſo we, 


foly Table, have we yet ſome Sort of Pretences, 
kerewith we endeavour to ſatisfy our Conſciences, 
to excuſe this groſs and. fcandalous Neglect, of 
hich we are guilty. on” 


That our Saviour %u Chrift died for our Sins; 
at it is only for the Sake of his Merits and Suf- 
nings, that we can hope for Pardon and eternal 
te at the Hand of God; that, before his Death, 
left this Command with all that ſhould. be 


led by, his Name, that they ſhould eat of this 
„%, and, drink of this Cup, in Remembrance | of 
} 15 whereby we are obliged- to ſhew forth his 


heath until his ſecond Coming; and, laſtly, that 


Wd of Chriſt; or, in other "Terms, the Means 
hereby we do communicate in the Benefits of 
at Sacrifice which Chri/t offered, and in the Me- 
Its of that Death and Paſſion which he underwent” 


duly performed, is not only our Duty, but 
ele 'L'hings, I , ſay, are ſo univerſally owned by 

them. But then, ſurely, one would think that 
Fen Men, who are thus perſuaded, do ſo often, 


ku for ſo long a Time, abſent themſelves: from 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 6 
ited in this Parable, had framed ſome weak and 


ich Things needed to have hindered-them from 


hen, from Month to Month, and from Year to 
tar, we continually turn, our Backs upon God's 


Is Ordinance is the Cammuniun of the Body and 


I vey” 53 a 
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his Body, and by the ſhedding of his: Blue 
Ir us; and conſe quently, that the receiving hereof, 


0 a great Advantage and Eenefit unto us: All 


Who profeſs Chriſtianity, that I need not offer 
ty Thing for the Proof of them, or any Part 
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this Ordinance, there muſt be ſome inſuper; rich, 
Difficulties and Obſtacles in the Way, which eat Sil 
beyond their Strength and Power to remove; or Mie not 
that they would never, at the fame Lime, both Wi they 
glect their Duty, and forego their Intereſt. And lead *« 
doubt not but to make it appear, as plainly as +a. 
Thing can be, that there is nothing which we Ho th. 
at any Time pretend as a Hindrance of our comWMſuilt of 
to the Holy Communion, but what is either reafſſarily 1 
or ought to be, no Hindrance at all; or elle iP 
zs is in our Power, by that Grace and Aft i n. 
which God never denies to thoſe who ſeek it, vH nmur 
to remove and put out of the Way. - x only 
To come to the Matter then, and that I lh: his 
proceed in an orderly Method, I ſhall reduce. xx 
the Impediments,, which Men do ever alledge Mont, 
their not coming unto the Holy Communion z Ma 
theſe five Heads; that is to ſay; either FV, TW tim, 
they are Sinners, and therefore dare not come; ſhi Diſol 
Secondly, That they are ſo continually engaged WM vith. v 
taken up with Buſineſs, that they have not ken, w] 
to prepare themſelves for it; or, Thirdy, ves to 
when they do endeavour to prepare themſelves, Hs, of 
find that they cannot do it as it ought to be det appr, 
or, Fourthly, That having formerly received Wi But w 
Communion they find themſelves never the «Wines 
for it, and therefore think it to no Purpoſe to coflextily 
again; or, Laſily, That they are not well ſat ſo of 
with the Manner of celebrating, adminiſterins, Wh grant 
receiving this Ordinance in our Church; and ie not j 
fore cannot join with our Congregation in it: hould h 
is there, I think, any Thing that can be urged Wii his © 
Way of Excuſe for not coming to the Holy Col Since 
munion, but what I ſhall: fairly examine, 21ſt of 
hope, effectually confute, under ſome one or ei "cked 
of theſe Particulars. 8 Mtidray 


L. 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 7 


Fit, then, fome Men may ſay, That they are 
cat Sinners, and therefore upon that Account 
re not come to the Holy Communion, for fear 
t they ſhould be unworthy Receivers, and ſo, 
ead of obtaining any Benefit thereby, ſhould. 


nly eat. and drink their on Danmation; 


ve To this I anſwer, That-if a Man lies under the 
oma of any Sin, and does not repent of it; and. 
oY artily refolve to forſake and amend it; it is in- 
is 


ed a Preſumption,. and a Sin fbr ſuch a Perſon, 
hlſt he continues in that State, to come to the 
ommunion. But then I muſt tell him alſo; that 
ct only his coming to the Holy Communion, but 
en his very. Prayers, are an Abomination to God, 


LI 
- 
—ä 
a 2 


— 


w. XXViii. 9. For what is it elſe, but W ; 
8e ont, and even a Mocking of the Divine Majeſty, 
On | 


ra Man to make a Shew of Worſhip and Honour 
him, whilſt at the ſame Time he goes on in wil- 
| Diſobedience to his known Commands: which 
viſh, were well and ſeriouſly confidered by thoſe 
en, who make no Scruple of addreſſing them- 
tres to God in Prayer, whilſt, by Reaſon of their 
ns, of which they have not repented, they dare 
it approach unto his Holy Table. e 
but whatever Sins a Man has been guilty of in 
limes paſt, if he truly repents of them, and 
kartily forſakes them for the Time to come, God 
ks ſo often, and ſo plainly promiſed, in this Caſe, 
grant a full and free Pardon of them, that they 
annot juſtly be pretended as any Obſtacle, which 
ould hinder us from approaching to him in any 
f his Ordinances. . W 
dince then it is in the Power of every Man (at 
ſt of every one, who, by a long Courſe of 
Vickedneſs, has not provoked God wholly to 
Mtidraw his Grace from him) by that Grace 
4 | and 
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for not coming to the Sacrament. 9 


15 vill ſometimes unavoidably ſurprize and betray 
Life into ſome: Sins. Againſt theſe our Infirmities, 


& wilferetore, we mult continually ſtrive, and we may 
P:2iWoſonably hope, that, by God's Grace, and our 
ve, Wn diligent and careful Endeavours, we may every 
Eq more and more prevail againſt them. But if 


is were a good Reaſon for abſtaining, from the 
oly Communion, becauſe a Man cannot at once 


t a full and perfect Victory 


ug 
nd! 


se how even the beſt of Men (who cannot pretend 
be ¶abſolute Perfection) could ſafely venture to par- 


Ten 
| wh 


[ay wholly to lay afide,..and-aboliſh- the very Or- 


1! france itſelf... ' - | ee e 
S vw S:condly, But a9: for wilful and deliberate Sins, 
0 2 ceturning-, again into an habitual "Courſe of 
ter Wickedneſs,-.there is no Man but, by the Grace of 


han 


ever ſecure himſelf againſt it. For however 
larther Trial of us, to leave us ſtill expoſed to 
me of the common Infirmities of our Nature, yet 


W aer us td be tempted abave ' what? wer are able; 
088 wal] with, the Temptation alſo" make a+ Muy to 
Mie, bat ire may (if it be not our own Fault) de 
e bear it, 1 Co. x. 13. Nor will he fail to 
. = ng) to us, whilſt we continue careful te dm 
ne him,” James iv: 8. Let us then but ſted- 


Ay reſolve, that we will be hearty and induſtrious 
J _ what lies in our own Power; and we need 


e s as we are ſecure, that God will never let us 
1 e nf nn foto hrs, 3 
WII 4 * a 


3 
Y 
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over them, I cannot 


ie of it; and, conſequently»: this would be the 


0d and his-own Endeavours, may, if he pleaſes, - 


pod may. think*it- fit, for our great Humility, and. 


reſpect of all habitual or deliberate Sins, we 
iy allure ourſelves, - that he is faithful, and will - 


ot de diſcouraged by any ſuch Fears as theſe, as 
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But, Thirdly, Let us put the Caſe as bad as n 
be; That after a (ſerious ' repentance, and n 
ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of Amendment, ' ratified 
confirmed by the Reception of the Holy Com 
nion, a Man ſhould be ſo far prevailed upon 
the "Temptations of the World, the Fleſh, 
the Devil, as to return again to his former Wie 
 ednels, in as high, or higher Degree than befo 
yet, even in-this Caſe, we. cannot conclude, t 
ſuch a Perſon is for ever excluded by God from 
Poſſibility of Pardon and Reconciyntion: Th 
are indeed ſome Paſſages of Scripture, that do 
preſent the Condition of ſuch an one to be v 
| dreadful and dangerous; as Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
Sap. X. 26, 25: 2 N. ii. 20, 11. But if, 
the other Side, we conſider how often, and h 
highly the Mercy of God is ſet forth and mag 
fied, even towards the greateſt Sinners, upon t 
true. Repentance; that he hath no Pleaſure in 
Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn fi 
his May and Irve,, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. that he is li 
ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould | 
*ſh,. but that all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 F 
Hi..9. that though our Sins be as Scarlet, or as red 
\ Crimſon, yet God is ready, upon our Repentan 
to make them as write as Wool, or Snow, Ia. 
18. From theſe, and many ſuch Paſſages 
| Scripture, I think we may well gather, that if 
moſt profligate and relapſed Sinner does, e 
after a long Time, come at laſt to ſuch a Senſe 
his own Condition, as thoroughly to urn from 
Mickedneſs that he hath committed, and to live 
Remainder of his Days in the PraQtice of Vir 
and good Works; doing that which is lawful 
right, and notwithſtanding all- his Failures, 
at laſt continues and pgrſeveres therein; that : 


For not coming to-the Sacrament. 11 


ha Man as this ſhall ſave his Soul alive, Ezek. 
ü. 27. Although at the ſame Time it ſtands 
th a great deal of Reaſon, that the greater a 
an's Sins have been, and the oftener he has re- 
pled into them, the deeper his Sorrow, and the 
cre laborious his Repentance muſt be, in order 


as | 


, 
Wich obtain his Pardon. But ſince a Poſſibility of 
don there is, even in this Caſe itſelf, we muſt 


t make the contrary Fear a Pretence for keeping 
rſelves back from any of the Ordinances of God, 


om 
Th from a more immediate and intimate Commu- 
Jo Won with him. | 


And thus much for the firſt Impediment. 


kat they nave no 


bit, | | | 
To ſuch Men as theſe I anſwer, that this Buſi- 
r unlawful ; if it be unlawful Buſineſs, and. ſuch 


uſt be renounced, and wholly laid aſide; and to 
kad this as a Reaſon for not coming to the Holy 


red 
anWonmunion, is altogether to aggravate, inſtead 
ſa. to excuſe our Neglect: But if the Buſineſs be 


elf lawful, and followed in a lawful Way, if it 
ether contains, nor engages us in any Thing 
ich is diſhoneſt, or any Way contrary to the 


lim the more fit to receive the Holy Communion; 
or as Idleneſs is itfelf a Sin, and the Mother, or 


is obliged to be. diligent in, 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. 
| A 6 Eph. 


But, Secondly, ſome Men pretend, that they are 
continually engaged; and taken up with Buſineſs, 

ime to prepare themſclves for 
e Holy Communion, and therefore do not come 


ſs, which they pretend, is either lawful Buſineſs, . 


cannot be followed with a good Conſcience, it 


law of God ; ſuch Buſineſs as this is fo far from 
nqualifying a Man, that it really rather renders 


t leaſt the Nurſe of all Manner of Wickedneſs, 
b honeſt and lawful Buſineſs is a Duty which every. | 
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Eph. iv. 28. And certainly the Performance d 
Man's Duty will never render him the leſs acce 
able to God, or unfit to draw near unto him in d 
or any other of his Ordinances. 

But there is one particular Sort of Buſineſs, 
which ſome Men think that whilſt they are engage 
they cannot be well prepared for the Holy Co 
munion, and thas is a Law- Suit. But to this! 
very fame Anſwer muſt be given that is already: 
turned to the Pretence of Buſineſs in general. 
a Man engages in a Suit of Law, with a Deſign 
wrong or defraud another; if, in the Manageme 
of it, he has recourſe to any baſe and wicked 4 
or Contrivances ; if, not contented fairly to try t! 
Merits of the Cauſe, he;{trives, by all the Ways 
can, to caſt perſonal Reflections upon his Ade 
fary ; or, in a Word, if he herein proceeds in ſug 
a Way as is contrary either to Juſtice or Charit 
ſuch a Law-Suit as this, I confeſs, renders a Ma 
altogether unfit to approach unto God in a 
Way whatſoever; not only whilſt he is engage 
in it; but alſo until he has made Reſtitution an 
Satisfaction, to the beſt of his Power, for al! t. 

Wrong that he has thereby done unto his Neig 
bour. But then, why will any Man, who preten 
to Chriſtianily, engage in ſuch a Matter as thi 

which is contrary to common Honeſty and a goo 
Conſcience ?. Or, if unadviſedly he has engage 

himſelf before he knew what he did; why does h 
not withdraw, and forbear to proſecute an unjul 

Cauſe, or a juſt one in an unjuſt Way? Why doe 

he not make Satisfaction to his Neighbour, if | 

has done him any Wrong? And how can he thinl 
to plead that as an Excuſe for not coming to God 

Holy Table, which it is in his Power to lay ande 

and to remedy whenever he pleaſes ? , 

; Es ju! 


fer not coming to the Sacrament. 13 


But, on the other. Side, if he deſigns no more 
n fairly to make uſe of the Law of the Land, 
d the Power of the Magiſtrate (who is ordained 
God,) either to defend or recover, what in 
els, Wonſcience he is verily perſuaded is his juſt and 
gag ul Right; if in the Management of his Buſi- 
Cotes he proceeds honeſtly, and without any Fraud 


CC 0 
acce 
ink 


73 "ld. * 4 
8 


— 0 0 8 — - — 

| — ————— 
c © 9-4 
1 - : . SY * - 


— — 


__ a+ 
A 


1s t juggle ; and laſtly, if he bears no Malice, nor 

ady ers any Way to vent his Spleen againſt the Per- "yh 
. Wh of his Adverſary, but is always free and ready | ' 
ſign W do him any reaſonable Office of Kindneſs or 
emeWMriendſhip; in ſuch a Law-Suit as this, there is | 


_—- 
” MM 4. es 


ing which is contrary to the Duty of a Chriſtian, 
or conſequently any Thing, which needs to be in 
te leaſt a Hindrance to his coming to the Holy 


— ANS CES A 6 


— 
— 


„„ SW FS 


\dvefWommunion, | | | « 
: (ui But ſome perhaps will ſay, that ene there the 
wii nothing ſinful or unlawful either in the Buſineſs % 
M are about, or in their Way of managing or i 


plowing it ; yet their. Time 1s ſo wholly taken up 
ereby, that they have not Leiſure for the Per- 
irmance of thoſe ſolemn and particular Devotions, 
ſich are neceſſary, in order for their due Prepa- 
ation,” Nay, ſuch may be the Condition of ſome 
lat have not, it may be, ſo much as a Place of 
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t11Wctirement for their private Devotions (which may 9 
goo the Cafe of many Servants and private Spldiers, % 
aged ſuch like) and how can they prepare themſelyes 3 

| | 


s they ought, or how ſhall they venture to come, 
[ they are not ſo prepared? „ 
To this I anſwer, That it is a Miſtake, which 


— 
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mne well-meaning Men have entertained, that 

110 8cy think they muſt not venture to receive the 
ode) Communion, except they ſay ſo many Pray- 
ide ers, and ſpend ſo many "heres in Retirement and WK 


Meditation for ſome Days immediately before 
1 ace 
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that. Bread and: drink of. that Cup, which he þ 
appointed, and which: is the Communion of 
Body and Blood 4. thay 1 is to ſay, the Means. wher 
by we do communicate in the Benefits of the $ 
crifice which he offered, and i in the Merits of h 
Paſſion which he underwent in his Body, and 
the: ſhedding of his Blood for our Sakes, as I ha 
already ſaid; all this; I ſay, is ſo; eaſy. to be lear 
and underſtood; that it is a great Shame for 2 
— to be igne 
rant of any Part of it. And he, who is thus f 
inſtructed 1 in his Religion, and endeavours, accor 
ing to his Ability, to increaſe his Knowledge“ 
divine Things, and hereunto. adds the honelt a 
ſincere Practice of what he underſtands, nec 
never fear, that God will reje& him for Want 
more Knowledge. For although we muſt, acc 
ing to our Capacity, add to our Virtue Knnuledg 
ah is not Abundance of Knowledge, but much 
oneſty, Charity, and true Piety, that renders 
acceptable and pleaſing to God. See 1 Cor. 1.16 
to the ſeventh. Verſe of the ſecond Chapter. 
Again, ſome do find their Faith to be weak an 
wavering, and perplexed with Doubts and Scruple 
in Matters of Religion; and therefore are atrai 
to come. 


To this I anſwer, That indeed the ſtronger an. Ar 
firmer a Man's Faith is, ſo much the better; an infini 
we ought to endeavour as much as in us lies, them. 
our Faith may be ever built on ſure and ſol dome 
Principles, as well for our own Comfort and Sad as 
tisfaction, as that we may be better able, ups Fea 
Occaſion, to give an Anfwer 19 OUery - One who ſoak uch wa 
aſt us the Reaſon of the Hope that- 1s in us, 1 Peg vards 
111. 15. But when a Man has done what he ca 2 

WIS Res 


to ſtrengthen and confirm his. Faith, if it ſtill con 
* tinue 


* 
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he ves infirm and weak; yet if he be honeſt and 
of Nous in his Life and Practice, he is nevertheleſs 
her reptable to God for the Weakneſs of his Faith: 
he er the Strength of Faith is not a Thing in our 
of oer, and therefore not ſo much a Duty in us, 
nd Wa Reward which God is pleafed to beſtow, in ſuch 

hall Meaſure as he thinks fit, upon thoſe who are 


cere and diligent in his Service; and he that is 


r 2 
ig, and fit to be received. into the Church of 
1s %, although he be not qualified for doubtful 
xorWi/putations, Rom. xvi. 1. As long as a. Iiee 
ge Wintinues to bring forth Plenty of Fruit, we are 
t ance it is alive, nor do we preſently cut it down, 


d calt it into the Fire, becauſe it:1s not altoge- 
her ſo well fixed at the Root; and therefore it 
tay be ſubject to be ſhaken by the violence of 
e Wind; and the weakeſt Faith, if it produces 
Wiundance of good Works, ſhall be accepted by 
od; when the ſtrongeſt Faith, if barren and un- 
mitful, ſhall be rejected, and ſet at nought by 
im. See Zames ii. 14, Sc. Whenever, there- 
Ire, an honeſt and well diſpoſed Man finds his 
ath to be any Way weak and wavering, let hint 
ae up the good Man's Speech in the Goſpel, 
rd, I believe, help thou my Unbelief. Mark ix. 


ang. And let him never fear but that God, Who 
an infinitely gracious and merciful, will accept of 
tha em. =” 

come again are afraid, that they do not love 
da end as well as they ought; and the Reaſon of 
pos Fear is, becauſe they do not find in themſelves 


Wards him, as they apprehend to be ſuitable to 
s infinite Excellency and Goodneſs. And for 
Us Reaſon they dare not venture to come. = 

| 9 


wk in the Faith, may yet be a very good Criſ- 


uch warm and affectionate Motions of their Minds 
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To this I anſwer, That indeed the more ar, 
and affectionate our Love to God is, fo much 
better is that, as well as our Faith, for being ſir 
and unſhaken ; but as our Faith is to be judge 
y its Fruitfulneſs, rather than its Firmneſs { 
have juſt now ſhewn) ſo the Holy Scripture tea 
us, That the Love Gcd conſiſts altogether 
keepmg his Commandments, 1 John v. 
Some People are naturally of ſuch a Temper 
more eaſily to be moved with a paſſionate Af 
tion towards thoſe they love, than others 7 
and yet others, who do not find ſuch warm! 
tions within themſelves, may be as ready and 
willing as they, to do Acts of Kindneſs wheret 
profeſs a Friendſhip. Nor is the Love of the 
ter Sort ever the lefs to be valued, becauſe it 
pears to be ſeated and fixed more in the Judgm 
and Will, which are ſubject to leſs Alteration t 
the Aﬀections; as the true Love of a Wife to 
Huſband, is to be meaſured by her Readinels 
obey and pleaſe him in all Things, much rat 
than by the Fondneſs which ſhe expreſſes to 
Perſon. If therefore a Man finds himſelf ſtedfal 
re ſolved with full Purpoſe of Heart ts cleave u 
God, and, upon all Occaſions, to do what 
commands, ever preferring the pleaſing of | 
before any, or all the Honours, Profits, or Pie 


fures of this World, he may aſſure himſelf, N if, 1 
he is a real and true Lover of God ; nor nced he, in 
abſent himſelf from the Holy Communion, W" Gr 
Want of that Ardency and Livelineſs of AFA. It 
to God, which the very beſt of Men pertaps Ne Cs 
oftener wiſh for than enjoy, or find within theft. ur 
ſelves. 5 | 4 

Others there are, who fear they are not * | 


perfect Charity with all the World: They ha 


ſom 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 19 
times had to do with Men of bafe and unjuſt 


E ard 

* alings, who have broken their Promiſes, and, 
g ft ay be, their Oaths, and thereby betrayed 
dof" who 'have depended on them; or have 
ſs eiſe been guilty of wicked and unworthy 
- te: Miltices. And although, in Obedience to God's 


mmands, they would not do any Thing by Way 
Revenge, even againſt theſe very Men, yet as 
tn as they ſee them, or do but think of them, 
find their very Blood to rife againſt them, and 
mot poſſibly ſuppreſs that Anger and Indignation, 
ih ſprings up in their Minds againſt ſuch Per- 
s, and therefore they fear that their Charity 1s 
kQive, and ſo dare not come to the Holy Com- 
Mon. + 3 e ö 

To this I anſwer, That our Charity towards 
au, as well as our Love to God, is to be meaſured 
the Purpoſes and Reſolutions of our Will, and 


to Y Actions conſequent thereto, and not ” the 
neſs en Motions: of our Paſſions and Affections, 
tat ich in the Caſe above-mentioned, may be 


arcely ſo much in our Power, as wholly to be 
nquered and ſtifled by us. But whatever paſ- 
ate Reſentments may force themſelves into our 


dat Winds upon ſuch Occations as theſe, if we do not 
fer them to break out into bitter and reproach- 
pf Expreſſions, or malicious and revengeful Actions, 
" oo" if, in Spite of our Anger, we do firmly re— 
ced De, in Obedience to God's Commands, to re- 


Mn Good, and not Evil for Evil: In a Word, 
die St. Paul directs us, when we are angry, we 
e Care, and watch ourſelves, that we in not, 
pm, iv. 26. (which is certainly in our Power, 
rough the Grace of God, and our own Endea- 
5) we need not fear that any ſuch inward 
lotions. of - our - Paſſions, as we cannot wholly 
| ſuppreſs, 
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ſuppreſs, but yet do not ſuffer to break ont into 
ſinful Words or Actions, ſhall ever be imput 
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us as a Breach of Charity. 18 
Others, again, are afraid, that they are not 
Towful enough for the Sins which they have c< 
mitted, becauſe they do not find their Grit 
quick and pungent as they think it ought to be, 
| ſtrong enough even ſo much as to bring a Tear 
their Eyes; and therefore they dare not venturt 


come. | | | | $5 
"- > - | . 5 | WE 
Jo this E anſwer, That true it is, indeed, that 8 


can never grieve too much for our Sins, whe: 
we have offended our good and-gracious God; 
if even Rivers of Tears could run down our 
on this Occaſion, they would all be but ji 
enough. But yet, after all, our Sorrow for &. 
not to be meaſurcd by the Paſſionateneſs of it, u 
is ſoon over, or the "Fears it produces, which 
as ſoon dried up; but is altogether to be eſtim: 
by the Amendment which it caufes in our Li 
It is a never-failing Rule which St. Paul gives 
to know godly. $:rrow by, which is, that it 2% 
| Kepentance, 2 Cor. vii. 10. If then a Man has 
true and. ſerious a Senſe of his Sins, as that it brit 
him to Repentance, that is to ſay, to a thoro 
and laſting Reformation of his Life,. this Sorro 
though it never affects him in a- paſſionate N 
or draws any Tears at all from his Eyes, yet it 
certainly true godly Sorrow; and ſuch as thall 
accepted by God, becauſe it worketh Repentan( 
which is the only End for which. godly Sorrow 
either required or valued. Ei 
Others, yet again, there are, who comp! 
that, when- they would ſet themſelves to piep 
for the Holy Communion, they in a little 1 
grow. ſo tired. with the Length of. theſe Devolo 
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it into 


puts } are hereunto required, that they are not 
U 


n they would even force themſelves to con- 
e their Prayers and Meditations, they cannot, 
all their Care, keep their Minds fixed and 
ntive upon what they are about; but their 
oughts will unavoidably wander upon other 
ings that are idle and impertinent. And this 
r apprehend to be the Sin of drawing near to 
with their Mouths, and honouring him with their 
when their Hearts are far from him, Iſa. xxix. 
and therefore they dare not come unto his Holy 
de, | 
o this I anſwer, That whenever we addreſs 
elves unto God in Prayer, we ought certzinly 
ule our utmoſt Endeavours ſo to fix and com- 


> Not 
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2 our Minds, as that our Thoughts may not 
ia er, and go aſtray, if we can poſſibly hinder 
Li M . 


And he who pretends to pray with his Lips, and 
5s not withal ſtrive that his Heart and Mind 
be devoutly affected, is undoubtedly guilty 
2 great Slight put upon the Majeſty of God; 


1 which I but juſt now made mention of. But 
hen a Man has done the beſt he can to fix his 
houghts, and to keep his Mind from wandering 
Prayer; if after all this, idle and impertinent 
haginations do, againſt his Will, croud them- 
hes upon him; and, like Flies, though continually 
aten off, yet ſtill return again and moleſt him: 
this Caſe he may well aſſure himſelf, that God, 
do is gracious and merciful, will never impute 
at to him as a Sin, which, by all his Endea- 
urs, he cannot help; but it ſhall only be reckoned 
pon the Score of his Infirmities, againſt which, 
1 indeed, 
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to accompliſh what they "propoſed. And 


— * ” — N _ * 
— * 8 * — 
ns a 
* * - 
— — : I - 

** Os — 4 T. * * Sd * 

— — 2 8 * 
0 2 - — 

s * — — — — — * - 
. nd o 2 - 
— — 9 — * 


1 


| may juſtly be taxed with ſome Part of that 


— — 
7 at 2 


— a 
8 8” 6. 


SD 


— 
2 


HERE 


2 
* 


for 


beace a 
great 1 
m but 


22 An Anſwer to all Excuſes 


indeed, he muſt ever ſtrive ; but it may be, (| 
never be able wholly to conquer them as long a 
lives. | CET 


2 3 : : Win it 
But there is one Piece of Advice, which I thi Ars | 
very proper to offer unto thoſe that arc in d and 


Circumſtances; which is, that they ſhould co 
prize their private Devotions in as few Words 
conveniently they can ; and then they will ncith 
be ſo apt to be tired, nor their Thoughts to wa 
der therein, as when they are drawn out t0 
greater Length. Tt is not much ſpeaking that mak 
our Prayers the more acceptable to God, or t 
Tooner heard by him, Matt. vi. 7. And it is e- 
to comprehend all that is extraordinarily necella 
to be ſaid in Prayer, in a few Words. The Lor 
Prayer is but ſhort, and yet very full ; and certain 
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a Form moſt acceptable to God. The Publica, le 
Gad be merciful to me a Sinner, Luke xviii. 13. him 
as well received, coming from a ſincere and hone to P 


Heart, as if he had made his Confeſſion in mo 
Words. And there is no Manner of Doubt, b 
that ſhort and devout Ejaculations, frequently d 
fered up to God, by a truly pious Soul, ſhall et 
tually prevail at the "Throne of Grace, when tic 
come Fon ſuch a Perſon, as, by Reaſon of his na 
tural Frailty and Infirmity, is not. ſo well ablc t 

make longer Prayers. 5 
Again: Some there are who are given to Mir 
and Company-keeping ; and not knowing well hov 
to become ſerious and reſerved enough to be fit to 
the Holy Communion, therefore do not come. 
J anſwer, That a cheerful and pleaſant Diſpo 
ſition is ſo far from being unlawful, or any Wa 
diſpleaſing to God, that, on the contrary, where 
it is rightly managed, and kept within due Bounds 
it · is commonly very feryiceable to the promoting 
: | - | ol 
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b ſpiritual Food, which is exhibited to us in the 
ly Sacrament. Whilſt the Soul is polluted and 
kmpered with Sins unrepented of, it will certainly 
jer do us Hurt than Good to receive it; and 
en Men partake of it but once in a Year or two, 
it may be, not ſo often, whatever Strength or 
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M frelhment their Souls begin to find thereby, is 4's 
nd and forgot before it comes again to be renewed 19 
ae le ſame Ordinance. But let a Man thoroughly 
coe ne and purge his Soul from Sin, by a ſincere 


xentance, and with an honeſt Heart, and Mind 

| prepared, let him come, as often as he can, 
God's Holy Table; and, by the frequent and 
tant Uſe of this Holy Sacrament, he need not 
but he ſhall find himſelf continually to grow 

te and more in Grace, becoming {till better, 
better enabled to reſiſt all Temptations, and 
find more and more Quiet and Comfort in his 
nd and Conſcience. | EF. 
nd thus much for the fourth, Impediment. 

come now, in the laſt Place of all, to ſpeak a 

ind or two to thoſe who are not well ſatisfied 
the Manner of celebrating the Holy Commu- 

hv in our Church, and therefore will not join 

i our Congregation in it. . | 
wo Things there are, which are chiefly ob- 
ed againſt us in this Caſe : One, That we make 

of ſuch Ceremonies as, they cannot comply 
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mog; and, in particular, That the Holy Commu- 
1 in Reis, amongſt us, to be received in the Poſture 
h an ecling. And the other is, that we adminiſter 


„anz wixed Congregation, without a ſtrict Enquiry 
en the Qualifications of all thoſe who are admitted 
z af | | | EE 
creat 
> witl 

thi 


o the firſt of theſe 1 anſwer, that no Man 
| ay, that either, Kneeling at the Holy Com- 


munion, 


OY 
i 


26 UV Anſwer to all Excuſes 


Minion, or any other of the Rites and Cerem f 
Which we uſe at the Celebration of it, are { ater * 
and unjawful : - becauſe it does not appear that ef 
Has any where forbid them. The utmol, t wet 
that they can pretend, is only that they are impt N 
und inconvenient. Now, befides 'that others, Pari 
may de as good Judges, are of a different Opin 5 
T voutd degree Know, "whether ſuch Thin, 3 
ure not ſinful, but only im er and inconten * 
van be a ſifhicient Wireity toany Man to ſepi wit 
'hifaſelf from te Communion'of an orthodox n * 
-blifſhed Church? If not, then they have no wle 
Reaſon, pon this Account, to ſeparate from 1 
But if they be, chen 1 would further denten“ 
which is the greateſt Inconvenience, to Knef lake 
the 'Cotritnuiion, or to make a Schiſm nl," 
'Church'? And, of the two Tneonveniencics, i >”. 
mer we (ought net always to make Ohvice cf,. 
Feaſt? 5 ö . 
Io the other ObjeRion T anfwer, that wi” 
any Man epenly appears to be wicked and (c: CAP! 
Bos in his Life and Convetfation, by ihe DL 5. 
plime of our Chureb, we ate required to ent 1. 
Auch a Peffon From the Hey Communion, | ne 
he gives good Evidence of his Repentafce wks 
Reformation; but Where nothing outwardh 
pears apainſt a Man, Who lives in the Pros 7e, 
"of the true Rel! ion, what have we to do to Comm, 
Juire into the Secrets of his Heart, for "iſ pre 
ne is aceoumtable only to God? And, i! %% 4 
Saviour - Chri/t did tot exclude even Furlas bi 
from the Holy Communion, becauſe at that 2 1 
he had dene nething openly; although 12 ; 
well knew that he had made a private Mh 
ment with the chief Prieſt to | betray bim; "Ay 


— Should Web take upen us to be more firiet i 
8 we | 
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ater? Or who has given us any Authority ſo 
be? „ 1 
And thus have I examined, and, I hope, ſuffi- 
ntly anſwered, all the Pretences which Men do 
tnarily make for neglecting the holy Commu- 
n. I have but this one Thing to add, and I 
ie done; namely, That as it is a great Sin to re- 
ve the Holy Communion unworthily, that is to 
„ without true Repentance; ſo certainly it is no 
$ a Sin, to {light and negle& that Ordinance 
hich Chrif? himſelf has expreſsly appointed and 

manded in Remembrance of that Death and 
ion which he underwent for us. Let us there- 
etake the Matter into our ſerious Conſideration ; 
( whilſt we:are ſo very cautious to avoid the 
nger on the one Hand, let us not be ſo foolifh 
o run orrrſelves into as great a Hazard on the 
der. For as he Who" ee to come to the 
uptial Feaſt, without a Heading-Garment, was ſe- 
rely puniſhed for his Preſumption, Matt. xxii. 12. 
Mey who neglected to come at all, and ſlighted 
Invitation which was given them, were ac- 
unted as unworthy Perſons, and received their 
oom accordingly, Jer. 7, 8g. 


lonmunion, the Obligation. to receive it, the Way 
% prepare far it, aud the Behavigur of ourſelves 
bh. at, and after it. 1 | 


* 


Na former Diſcourſe, intituled, An Anfroer to 
all Excuſes and Pretences, which Men oxdi- 
Fly make for their not coming e the Haly Com- 
unon, I have endeavoured to remove all thoſe 
Nacles, -avhether real or pretended, which to 
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28 An Anſcwer to all Excuſes 
many Men ſeem. either wholly to ſtop thcir W 
to God's Holy Table, or at leaſt to render it ye 
difficult and troubleſome to be paſſed. If what 
have therein ſaid has had any Influence upon t 
Minds of well meaning Men, ſo as to incline ther 
ſomething more than formerly, 10 prepare the 
ſelves for the partaking of this ſacred Ordinand 
J hope, that what I. am now about to offer, n 
both make them thoroughly ſenſible of the 00 
ation which lies upon them thereto, and alſo f 
— inſtruct them in every Thing which 
-neceflary in the Performance thereof, to rend 
them. worthy Receivers, and acceptable to 
GS... : 

Five Things there are which are very neceſ 
to be underſtood by every one who would be 
roughly. inſtructed and directed, in order to the 
ceiving of; the Holy Communion: Namely, J. 
For what End and, Purpoſe. this Ordinance was! 
ſtituted and appointed. Secondly, What Obligat 
lies upon every Chriſtian to come and receive 
Tbiruhy, How often we all of us ought to p- 
take of it. Fourthly, What Preparation 1s nect 
fary in order to it. And Lafily, How we ought 
behave ourſelves both at, and after it: And: 
though I have hinted many Things in my for 
; Diſcourſe-above-mentioned, which might in fo 
fort ſerye for an Anſwer to theſe Enquiries, } 
| becauſe what is there ſpoken, which may relate 
theſe Particulars, is only occaſionally touched 1 
but juſt glanced at, I have thought it may no! 
improper a little more fully and methodical! 
handle them. T 
For the clearing of the firſt Point propoſed, 
muſt call to Mind what the Holy Scripture 


eften declares to us; that our bleſſed Saviour 7 
l 0 
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n died far us; that we are juſtified by his Blood, 
d ſaved from Wrath through him. And although 
; were once Enemies, ave yet upon our true 
pentance, reconciled to God by the Death of hrs 
%, Rom. v. 8, 9, to. and thereby put into a 
acity of being made eternally happy in the 
ife to come. From whence it, will follow, that 
„in the ft Place, it is the Duty of every 
nian always to be thankful for, and never io 
get or be unmindful of, ſo great a Favour and 
nefit vouchſafed and offered to us; ſo ſeconaly, 
cept a Man have an Intereſt in the Death and 


ir W 
it ve 
What 

bon 

e ther 
then 
linand 
Tr, m 
2 Ob 
Ifo f 
'hich 


5 lion of + Chriſt, and ts made a Partaker of the 
| erits of his Sufferirigs, and of that Propitiation 
eceſah lich he thereby made for the Sins of the World, 
de * ii. 2. he can have no juft Ground to hope 


r everlaſting Salvation! That, © therefore, both 


the Y A s 45 * g* 1 * 5 5 % K 3 

„e Ends might the more effectually be obtained, 
was - that all. Criſfiant might often, in a lively 
igari aner, be put in Mind, and alſo, at the fame 


fe ine, be made Partakers of the Merits of 
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nec nce was appointed by bim, both as the Com- 
igt emoration of his Paſſion, and alfo- the Commu- 
nd In of his Body and Blood. Thas the Apoſtle 


Faul tells us, ,what- three: of the Evangeliſts 
ve alſo, fecorded, That the Lord Fefus, the. ſame 
% in which he was betrayed, 'to3k- Brad, and 


for 
fo 
7 
late 
(1 1 
NO. 
ally 


; this is .my. Body, which is broken for you's This 
in Remembrance of nie. After the ſame Man- 
ir he took "the Cup, when be. had Japped, ſaying, 
bis Cup is the Net Teſſament of my Blood, this da 
a oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance 'of ine: For 


this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye G ſhew the 


i 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 29 


%s Death and Sufferings, ins acted \Ordis 


ben he had given Thanks, he brake iu, ſaying, Take, 


2s the Apoſtle in the ſame Place} as often as gt 
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Fords Death till he come, 1 Cor. xi. 23, &c, þ 
the fame St. Paul tells us, in the 16th Verſe of i 
foregoing Chapter, that the Cup of Bleſſing which! 
bleſs, ir the Communion of the Bloc of Chriſt ; ; 
the Bread whieh we: break, the Communion f the B 
of Chrif#; From which Paſſages of Scripture it 
obvious to collect, why this divine Inſtitution is 
dinarily called ſometimes the Lord's Supper, u 
ſometimes the Holy: Communion. 

lere then, we have a full and plain Anſwer 
the firſt Thing propoſed to be bandled, namely, I 
what And and Purpeſe this Ordinance was inſili 
end appointed. It was appointed (as we may ſe 
Fin, Fo put us in Remembrance of the Dez 
and Sufferings of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: T 
Breaking: of the Bread being put to repreſent 1 
Cracifizion:of his Body ; and the Wine his Bloo 
Which was fhed for us: And Strond!y, That 
might be to us not only the Commemoration, bi 
alſo the Communion of the Body and Blood: 


fo 
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Chrit;" that is to ſay, the Means which God hs Con 
ordained; by the Uſe of which we do communicaWmemt 
in the Benefits of that Sacrifice which Ghr:/? offer der we 
and in the Merits of that Death. and Paſſion whicWIf a « 
he underwent in his Body, and by the ſhedding Mt of 
his Blood for us; as I have already ſaid in my form M eli w 
R ͤᷣͤ » 1 
1 now come to the ſetond Fhing propoſed to iiſffiendi} 
enquired: into, namely, What Obligation lies upoli}ould q 
every Chriſtian to come and receive the Holy ComMMiend | 
munion. 4 39 - Wien s 
And here, in the firſt Place, What Obl:gatioWd if 
can be ſtronger than the plain and poſitive Conn: h 
mand of our Saviour Chri/t himſelf? Which "Wequelt 
has laid upon us in as expreſs Terms as can v*Whipht | 


mat we fhould d this; that is to ſay, Eat Fd f 
Ne 25 re 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 3 


ud, and drink of this Cup, in Remembrance of 
as we may find it in the Words Juſt now 
ied, 1 Cor. xi. 23, &c. And that theſe Words 
e ever underſtood to contain in them a ſtrict 


ſervation of it, moſt evidently appears, as well 
m the Context of that Chapter (from the twen- 
h Verſe to the End) as from. the conſtant; great 
e and Concern which the Apoſtolic and primi- 
Church always ſhewed, in the maintaining 
| decent; Celebration of this Ordinanſe. 
But beſides the bare Authority of our Sauioun 


Obligation upon us, there are ſome collateral 
umſtances and. Conſiderations, which do add 
extraordinary Weight and Force to this Com- 
dd; as, namely, that it was given at that very; 


teſt Benefactor, was juſt ready to die, and lay 


+ Command was given to us to be obſerved in 
membrance of him, and of that Death which he: 
derwent for us. i u ie 
If a dying Friend: ſhould, before his Depantuze. 
t of the World, make any Requeſt to me, 
Which were not impoſſible or unreaſonable in it- 
„ 1 ſhould, think myſelf much wanting in thas 
iendſhip which 1 had proſeſſed to him, if 1 


ould omit or 


very great and extraordinary Benefactor to me. 
d if beyond this, he were juſt going to lay 
bun his Life for my Sake; and, Lash, if his 
equeſt were, that 1 would do ſomething: Which 


rance of tum, and of what he had done for Mer; 
win B 4 cer- 


mand, perpetually binding all Qriſtians to the 


, which alone is ſufficient to lay an indiſpeni- 


me, when he, who was our beſt Friend, and 
a his Life. for our Sakes; and not only ſo, but 


bg < lect to perform it. But if this 
end had been one, not of the common Sort, but 


light be a Means to keep me always in Remote 


- 
3 
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„ „„ nba 
certainly I might well be accounted as one of it ever. 
mait barbarous and ungrateful W retches that e I proce 
lived, if; J were not very careful moſt punauiW handl 
ro obſerve and fulfil. whatever ſhould thus be Meht to 
Joined and laid upon me... Now beſide the Mafwer t 
thority which our Saviour Chrift has to lay an , viz. 
ligation upon us; we, all. of us, ſure, mult Write of 
knowledge, that he, is our Friend, our great unity, 
Friend and chiefeſt Benefactor; and that it Mak wil 
for our Sakes alone, that he underwent all his Sn thel 
terings, and yielded up his Life upon the Crolfl Firſt, 


And lince he has made this Requeſt, and left it as 
Command unto all who ſhall believe in him, t 


they ſhould eat of this Bread, and drink of this (H of « 
m Remembrance of him, and of what he had ſuffer , fo 
for us; I would fain know, how any Man, WI biakind 
calls himſelf a Chritzan, can poſſibly be excuſgWillon c 
from the greateſt Ingratitude, as well as DiſobdMa is W 
ence, if he neglects to do what he thus appears eſtimal 
be ſo-ſtrongly 'and. doubly obliged to? And wit hè i; 
what Confidence can he hope to be ſaved by lich i. 
Merits and: Paſſion of Chriſt, whilſt he refuſes ow th: 
neglects, to commemorate his Death and viWhmmu 
ferings in that Manner, which Chr;/? himſelf hafifcſſing 
appointed? foot ef i our 
And thus, I think, we have a ſufficient An{v_ Grit 
to the ſecond Thing propoſed, namely, What Ce ver) 
ligation lies upon every Obriſtian to receive thkin, t. 

Joly Communion ? We are plainly obliged to ority 
it, Firs, in point of Duty; begauſe we are there falſe 
unto expreſsly commanded by Feſus Chriſt our och as 
viour: And Secotidly; in Point of Gratitude ; be low, 
eauſe this Injunction was laid upon us by our be ering 
F riend, and greateſt Benefactor, When he was zul take 
ready to lay down his Life for us, that it might bankf 
ferve as a Means to keep up in his Church 0 77 

5 1 enen 


for not coming lo the Sgerament. 33 
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mmbrance of him, and of, his great Love to us 


ever. FO EG 
t ei l proceed, then, to the third Thing propoſed to 
ua handled, namely, how often we, all of us, 
de echt to partake of the Holy Commünion. The 
e Meer to. which Queſtion, Is, briefly and plainly 
n Oi, viz. That every ſincere Griſtian is obliged to 
it Ve of the Holy Communion as: often as he, has Op- 
en for it, The Truth of which Aſſertion, I 
tak will appear, beyond all Manner of Exception, 


m theſe two following Conſiderations : 


Croll Fin, J ſuppoſe it will eaſily be granted, that 
t a oſoever is an honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian, ought 
, thilfff to flip any Opportunity that is fairly offered 
of expreſſing his Thankfulneſs to Almighty 
fer ed, for that infinite Mercy, vouchſafed unto: 


knkind, in our Redemption, by the Death and 
lion of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour: For he 
at is wanting in his Thankfulneſs to God for ſa 


is eſtimable a Benefit, thereby plainly demonſtrates, 
wii he is not thoroughly ſincere in his Chrrftianity, 
ich indiſpenſibly obliges him to this Duty. 
es M that x devout Participation of the Ho 

du mmunion is one very fit and proper Way of ex- 
i haf:!ling our Thanks and Acknowledgments to God 
door Redemption, by the Sufferings and Death 
(0 Crift (for the thankful Commemoration whereof 
Coe very Ordinance was appointed) is ſo very 
tien, that no Man, I think, who owns the Au- 


rity of the Holy 5 and is not miſled 


ere falſe and enthuſiaſtic Notions, can deny, or ſo 
doch as doubt of it. From whence it muſt needs 
be low, that he Who has a fair Opportunity of re- 
bering the Holy Communion, and yet neglects to 
2 | her of it, is deficient in the Expreffion of his 
i Sn is ati ig nd 
ene 10 Cod; ee 29 


# 


1 


urlicula 
ly to b 


34 Hi Anſve to o Err 


5 8 ſincere in the riffiantiy which he x 
elles. 43" + 'F 4 a , 
| Seroridly, Whofbever has an Opportunity offer $9908 
| him of doing 4 good Act, and has no juſt Reaſieowing 
or Excufe for flis not doing of it, is certaimthe g. 
bound and obliged to do it, according to the OM fo 
portunity which is fo offered. Now that to p 
ticipate of the Holy Communion is a good Ac, bis pa 
have alreaiſy fhewn, in that I have proved it Nie; in 
be our Duty ; and that there can be no fuch Thi nean 
as a juſt Excufe or Reafoning for not partaking of fully an 
F have proved at large in my forther Diſtontt:: | Prect 
which I have fully anfwered' all Manner of Pilifpel- | 
tences of this Naturs. The Conſequence; th but 
Muſt be, that whofoever has an 1 per of 8.0m 
ceiving the Holy Communion, and vet negleds WW! to a 
xeceive it, is moſt evidently guilty of a Failure Fc 
8 Ie 1 accepts 


" * N 


- His Cir fie Duty. 


But here, perhaps, I ſhall be told, That ſor ©*P" 
times it is polflble an Opportunity for receiving i" be 
Holy, Communion may bffer itſeff, when a Man Scr 


þ 


not Puly preparetl fbr it; and therefore onght 1 
to partake of it. TO which I anſwer, that he v 
| js a lincere ft do ought ever to be unprepũ 
of this Holy Ordinahce, whith will evidently 2 
pear from what I hive to ſay, 

The Fourth Thing propoſet tb be hand 
haihely, r e is neceffary, in order 
the + dy Bo oly Comtnunion. 
Now It, this Holy Ordinance (and indeed tos 
folethn Acts of Devotion) a two fold PreparationÞius tb 
is neceſſary; Fi, 4 general; and, Secondy, 
particulat one. I call that 4 genertl Preparatid e 


which aways olight'ts be making, and is not th a 
Work of a fe Hovirs only, but ould be the mates 
BuGhtſs uf thery Man's dwn Life,” And that - Pins u 
7 SE. | a pd 
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wicular Preparation, Which is then more eſpe- 
y to be made, Wherever WE are upon thus p-, 
off ching to God, and have à particular, Heſſgn 


ie p 


Real coming to his Holy Table. 
tan The general Preparation, then, which is pe- 
c Oy for every Man that would come with Ac- 


tance to the Holy Communion, is Repentance 


At bis paſt Sins, together with a virtuous and holy 


mean to the beſt of his Power z) and never 
hy and habitually ſtraying away from thoſe Rules 


2 of 

f 8 1 which axe preſcribed to us in the 

f pel. For he, Who having not repented of his 
ths, but living. {till in the wt. Practice of any 
of them; or the &:wn Neglect gf any Duty, ſhall 


er to approach unto God in any Act of Devotion 
hatfoever, is fo far from doing a Thing which 
acceptable to Him, that, an the contrary, God 


om expreſſed the recen Abhorrence that well 
be, unto all ſuch orſhip or Service as this; 
ane Sacrifice of the wicked is un Abominatian unto. 
Led, Prov, xv. 8. And again, He that turn- 


| away his Ear from, bearing the Lew, even his 
wer ſhall le an Abomination, Xxxviil. 9. beſides a 
vltitude of other Texts that might be quoted to 
e lame Purpoſe. And here We mult ever remem- 


what the Apoſtle St. Zames telly us, Chap. ii. 10. 


mely, that JFhaſgener ſhall keep t 1 le Tak 


oN { wilfully } offend in guy aue Paint (and con- 
iu therein without Repentance) ig gugly of alle & 
„s, Gccording,to the Apoltle's Reaſoning in tha | 
eu Verſe) Gnce the ſame God who forhids ang 


a, has alſo forbid ,all others; he who wilfully 
erliſts in any one Sin, whatever it be, plainly. des 


biks the very Authority of God, and therchy, as 
hb e 


| t Chriſt; and "cry, Hail King of the Fews | at 1 


| - feftions are not truly bent to ferve and obey him 


tt 
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much as in him lies, undermines the very Found, 
fon ofthe whole wav, 

I will not then ſtand to difpute how tho 
Words of St. Paul, ate to be interpreted; that! 
that eatei and drinketh untvorthily, eateth and dri 
eth Damnation to himſelf, 1 Cor. xi. 22. but this 
take to be as ing both from Reaſon and Seri 
ture, as ſuch a Thing can be, that not only he u 
comes to the Holy Communion, but who dares t 
offer up his Prayers to God, while he wlfully periſWch an 
ſiſts in any known Sin, or the Neglect of : 
known Duty, is guilty of a very great Affrontt 
the Divine Majeſty. To come to the Marriag 
Feaſt without a Jfedding Garment, was reſented Nys, 
a high Contempt to the King who made the Int 
tation, Matt. xxii. 12, 13. And to b:w the An 


fame Time when they ſpit on him, and ſmote him: 
the Hau, was nothing but a redoubling of thel 
Moectery, Matt. xxvii. 29, 30. And J appeal e pt 
the common Senſe of every Man, whether he . it 
not guilty of the very fame Sort of Practice towad 
Almighty God, who bends his Knees, or ſhe 
outward Signs of Reverence to him in Prayer, © 
at the Holy Communion, while his Heart and Al 


carefu 
ontrac 
But þ 
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all his Actions: But he, on the contrary, lives i of 
an habitual Violation of his Laws, and a continued a 
Contempt of his Power and Authority. onſeio 


But beſides this, which I call a general Pre 
ration, there is alſo a more particular Prepara!'w 
which is a very proper, and ordinarily neceſſary, i! 
order to the Receptioi of the Holy ' Communion 
which the Apoſtie St. Paul tells us is Self-Exs 
minution: Leti a Man examine himſelf, and fo li 
him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 15 

= | e 
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r Cir. xi. 28. That is, in other: Terms, that 
tenever a Man deſigns to preſent himfelf at 
* thoſſWod's Holy Table, he ought, before-hand, ſeri- 
ly to call himſelf to an Account Whether or 
p he be ſo qualified as to be acceptable to God 
ken he comes there; that is to ſay, whether or 
Scr he really and truly has that general Preparation 
je u which 1 have been juſt now ſpeaking, and 
ures Fithout which: he - ought not to eome. For if 
<h an Enquiry as this be not often, and care-/ 
ly made; the Filth and Pollution of Sin will, by 
ont ile and little, in a Manner, almoſt inſenſibly 
rriaz{Weave: again to our Souls, till, by Degrees, it de- 
roys, and takes away that general Preparation 
hich anght always to be kept, and maintained 
us. Whilſt we ſometimes ſlumber or ſleep, our 
ms will be apt to burn dim; and therefore muſt 
new trimmed, at our going out to meet the 


cal re put on the Veuding-Garment, Matt. xxii. 
he 2. it is yet very fit that, as often as we come to 


Marriage - Feaſt, we ſhould examine, and take 
careful View of our Dreſs, for fear it ſhould have 
ontracted ſome Spot or Defilement. 
But here, perhaps, it will be demanded, Is this 


the Preparation that is neceſſary to the receiv- 


es i of the Holy Communion; that a Man ſhould 
invafied a virtuous and Griſtian Life, and not be 


onſcious to himſelf (upon the Examination of his 


repoW-onſcience)- that he continues in any unrepentedd 
/10Fin? Is it not abſolutely neceſſary, that, upon every 
y, inch Occaſion as this, he ſhould run through the 
nconrhole Catalogue of Sins, and examine himſelf par- 
Exe cularly/.upon every one of them, with all their: 


7 1d 
ſays 
be, 


PR 
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ircumſtances and Aggravations ? And ought not 
. ier 2443'S? * 3 he 
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ha alſo,” for ſome: Days before-hand, to ſequeſte 
himfelf from mall worldly Buſineſs whatſoever, ay 
to ſpend his Time only in Prayer, Meditation 
Reading, and ſuch like Acts of Devotion? 
That honeſt and lawful Buſineſs is never to | 
reckoned as an Hindrance from the Holy Commy 
nion, I have ſhewn in a former Diſcourſe, Ang 
to the reſt of what is here * I anfwer, Th 
ſuch a ſtrict and particular Examination of « 
Conſcience. is undoubtedly ſometimes the Duty « 
every Man: For except we thus ſearch and try uw 
Ways, that we may clearly diſcern wherein we hay 
gone aſtray, we ſhall not be able to 7urn again 
the Lard, as we ought to do, Lam. iii. 40. Nord 
1 think, that any Time can be more proper ang 
convenient for this, than when we are about ti 
proach unto God's Table; that ſome ſuitabl 
*rayers, and proper Meditations alſo, ought to b. 
uſed. upon ſuch.an Occaſion as this (as indeed upo 
every particular Occaſion. whatſoever, that is 0 


ves f. 
co 
uche d 


rſelyi 


any confiderable Moment) every Man's own Reaſſh whic 
ſon; muſt tell him, is a Part of his Chri/tian DuyWMiance 
But that every; Time he receives the Holy Co gion 
munion he ſhould thus nicely examine himſelt, Mf a 
there de not ſome other particular Reaſon for it Nhe P. 
and that ſo much Time extraordinary ſhould a Part 
ways before-hand be ſpent in Prayer and Media hte a 
tien, more than at other Seaſons, is what I can noi this 
no Argument, either ftom Reafon or Scripture, 98 ſuita 


prove neceſſary. It is beyond Diſpute that the prix 
mitive Chriſtians did every Lord's Day (if not ofte ne 
| receive, the Holy Communion; and if they 4 
Ss thought them ſelves obliged to ſpend ſo much Ii 
| always in particular Preparation, as ſome Men {een 
to think neceſſary, it would ſcarce have been 8 
K 5 . 1 


for n## coming to the Sacrament. 39 
quell for theth to have had ſufficient Leiſure from 
er, r Devotions; to have followed the Buſineſs of 
tao; Callings, to get a Livelihood for themſelves 
| their Families. And theſe extraordinary long 

to Mfercifes of Prayer, Reading, and Meditation, 
mmullhich ſome do require, by Way of Preparation to 


"Wi; Ordinance; as they do affright and keep away 
th any from it, who find that they are not well 
of ou 0 go through with them, ſo is the Performance 
ity them ſuch a tireſome Thing to others, that it 
'ry ten makes them heavy, and unapt even for their 


dinary Devotions, for ſome Time after they, have 
an Wctived the Holy Communion. And therefore, 
r the Reader's better Satisfaction and Direction, 
fave, at the End of this Diſcourſe, ſet down a few 
rt Rules how we ought always to prepare our- 
Ives for the receiving of it. 
I come now to the laſt Thing propoſed to be 
uched on, namely, how we ought to behave, 
ſelves both at, and after the Holy Communion'; 


itabl 
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Rea which the very Nature and Deſign of the Or- 
Juty nance itſelf will de a moſt plain and clear Di- 
-00:tioh to us. For ſince the Intent of it is not 
it, i a ſolemn and perpetual Commemoration of 


he Death of Chit, but alſo the Communion 


1 Participation of the Merits of his Paſſion (as I 
dane atready thewn) it will follow, Hf, That 
1008 mis Ofce we onght to behave ourfeſves with 
„d ſuitable . Serioufneſs, Attention and Reverence » 
Pad, Secondly, That after it we ought to return 


o hiuctible Thanks to Almighty. God, for the 


eu Benefits which he is pleaſed to vouchfafe 


10g to us by ir. For our N Direction 
"=" herein, J have to this Diſcourfe fubjoined ſome 
1 Mort Rules, Prayers, and Meditations, which J 


uke to de proper to the Occaſion, and, I hope, 
| N may . | 


*. 
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may prove uſeful to thoſe of an ordinary Capæii * 
for whom this fmall Work is chiefly deſigned; Mine v 
which therefore I refer the reader, without adds D 
here any more upon this Point. cient 
aan TOY =? 7 0-7 RR OPEcNE : rectif 
Brief.Rules for Preparation for the Holy C 0 7 
munion, and Behaviour both at and after i bit 
hort Prayers and Meditations ſuitu t 
> 4@#d<bati..Occafionts: 51h lt wo int ing nſelf ; 
e keien Preporatim. = hr. 
HE that would maintain and keep himſelf Wk how 
aà conſtant general Preparation for the Hole th: 
Communion, ſo as always to be fit, upon the ſhorte mp 
Notice, to partake of it (Which certainly e,, ar 
Chriſtian ought ever to endeavour after) muſt . Pro 
careful in the Obſervation of theſe following Rulehiul T 
1. He muſt be diligent in his _ Endeavours uin, 
know and underſtand all the ſeveral Parts a ere a 
Branches of his Duty to God, to all other Menliid dec 
and to himſelf; for which End he muſt be carchuſnda] 
to make the beſt Uſe he can of all thoſe Means ber « 
Inſtruction and Knowledge which God has pul ve v 
into his power; ſuch as reading the Holy Scip fr Co: 
tures, and other good Books, or hearing thenWſſmr: 
read; attending upon the x Offices of Preach u 
ing, Catechizing, and the like, Prov. iv. 5. Juhu cite i 
Anki. 16. ii. 17. ; 

2. He muſt, upon all Occafions, be induſtriong}* 
and zealous in the avoiding of every Sin, and the I. V 
Practice and: Performance of every Duty, according the 
to his Ability and Opportunity for the * Tit. put C 
1114. Matt; vii. 47. Luke xii. 47. | aſs th 
3. He muſt: very often think and meditate uponjſong: 
his Ways, and all his particular Practices, and cxy*led 
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Capac 
gned; 


t add bis Duty; that Whereſoever he finds he has been 


rectify and amend it for the time to come, Fal. 
ly Cl. and cxix. 59. Lam. iii. 40 3 

ter i owing eaſy, but very profitable Taſk, which I 
ſuita Wit have every Man conſtantly to impoſe: upon 
2 nſelf ; namely, two or three Times in the Coutſe 
each Day, to carry his Thoughts back, and ſeri- 
ly conſider what he has that Day been _ 
dhow he has ſpent his Time, from the very Mi- 


e that he firſt awakened from Sleep. As för 


nſelf! 
e Ho 
ſhort 
1 eve 
nuſt | 
Rules 
burst 
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d, and recommend myſelf to his Almighty Care. 
Protection; or did not worldly, or it may be 
ful Thoughts, firſt take Poſſeſſion of my Heart? 
hin, I was lately in ſuch and ſuch Company; 


decent? Did I. give no Offence to God, or: 
indal to the World, by any Thing which there I. 


ans her ſaid or did? He. Such Queſtions as theſe,” 
as pul we would conſtantly and ſeriouſly put Home to 
ScripWr Conſciences, while Things remain freſb in aur 

the i ries, it is evident what a- mighty Influence it. 
reach Would have upon us, to reſtrain us from Evil, and 


on v 


kite us to do that which is goode. 


rion Of particular Preparation. 


d the l. Whenever Notice is given of erb 
dingt te Holy Communion, let every ſincere and de- 


7. it Ohriſtian immediately reſolve, by no means to 
ils that Opportunity of commemorating the Suf- 
mgs, and communicating in the Merits of his 
led Lord and Saviou. 4 [RY 
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or not coming to the Sacrament, 41 
ine whether or no they are agreeable to the Rules 


cient or done amiſs, he may take the better Care 


For which End and Purpoſe I recommend ihis 


ample : When firſt IT awakened, did I think upon: 


ere all my Words and Actions innocent, modeſt, 
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42 An Anſwer to all Excuſes 
II. And in the Midſt of all his Buſineſs (in 


mean Time) let him very often call to Mind, th 1 
ſuch a Day he muſt not he abſent from God's [ol L 
Table, and therefore muſt be very careful not in 
do any Thing which may, render him unfit for it. . Hay 

III. At ſome Seaſons: it is very neceſſary th 1 
every. Man ſhould ſet a little Time apart for th B 
more {tri& and particular Examination of his Co bo 
ſcience ; for which End and Purpoſe I earneſt V 
recommend that Catalogue: of Sins which is dray ſu 

up at- the End of that Excellent Book, The Ii Hay 
Duty of Man, which I would have every Man ve 0 
diſtinckly to go over; and upon every Particular ſh 
recollec his Actions, and aſk his Conſcience, Ha * 
I been guilty tbinł7ũb-- (© it 

IV. But where a Man very often receives * 
Commonion, and never miſſes any Opportunity q al 
it, I do not conceive: that ſuch a particular Exam, 0 
nation is every Time abfolutely neceſſary; nor H nd i 
all Mien, at all Times, Leifure enough for it. BIltate 
however; ordinarily, I think no Man ought to that 
ceive the Holy Communion without fome prev its 
Examination of himfelf. For the more eaſy and re VI £ \ 
gular Performance of which, I would have it vl ſcier 
membered, that the whole Duty of a Chri/ion is . bim i 
ducible to thefe three Heads, Matt. xxit. 37, &c. WM" luc 
1. To love God in the higheſt Degree. © 1 

2. Sincerely (and not corruptly or ſenſually) here 

5 love Him. | | id, be 

3. To Tove every Man with the fame Sort . 
Love (though not in the ſame Degree) as "ol" Tri 
Ioves himſelf. 8 Wi: 
V. Every Time then, that a Man receives 9 e 

| y Communion, I would have him before- han- A ( 
ſetiouſly to put at leaſt thefe three Queſtions bony” 0 — 


toi his Conſcience: 9 
' : I : 4 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 43 


Do I really and truly love God above all 
Things? And do I. effectually ſhew this my 
Love, by a due Honour and Reſpect to him, 
in all my Thoughts, Words, and Actions? 

Have I a ſincere and upright Love for myſelf? 

That is, do I love my Soul better than my 


(int 
d, th 
s Hol 
not t 
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or tl bock! And am I more heartily concerned 
1 to ſecure my everlaſting Happineſs in the 
reſt World to come, than to compaſs my Plea- 
Arne ſure or Profit in this Life? 


3. Have I real and ſincere Love for all Mankind 
n ve without Exception? And do I effectually 
alay ſhew this my Love, by hurting no Man by 
Ho Word or Deed (where I can poſſibly avoid 
Sy by being ready to do Good to every 
n whatſoever, in all Ways, and upon 
all Occafions wherever I have Ability and 


nd if theſe three Queſtions are but ſeriouſiy 
ditated upon for à litile Time, there 1s ſearee any 
that a M 
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to 1 an has been guilty of, but they will 
vio '0t it out to him. | SL e Pe 

nel. When a Man, by the Examination of his 
it reWalcience, has ſet his Sins full in his View, then 


him inſert, in his ordinary Devetions, this, or 
e ſuch like Confeſſion of them, to Gd. 
A gractous Gad! I, thy. umuarthy Crrature, 
here humbly, acknowledge my Sins before thee. 
, befades thoſe which I have naw, recollefted, I 
nit but awn, that I lie under the. Guilt. of many 
We Tranſgreſſous, .altheugh F 5 am not able to recount. 
remember them. Nor can 7 deny, but that | 1 haue 
uud many Sins, even contrary to the Motions 
thy Grace, and the Light and Conuictian FO my 
n Conſcience ; | and therefore do moſt juſtly. ſerve. 

* Severity, of thy Wrath and Indignation againſt 


0 1 
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FA... Anſiwer zo all Excuſes 
me. © But, Lord, I fly unto' thee for Mercy ; fir 
Sate of Chrift Feſus our bleſſed Redeemer, le n 


e ful unto me in the Pardon of all my Sins, fn; 


ing a 
LY OI 
like, 


and unkniton ; and fo guide and afſift me by tt; ih. W 
Grate, that, for the Time bo c:me, I may be Mg j01 
careful to abſtain from every evil Thi ng, may e Hea! 
m Grace, and be zeclius of good Works, ard nb his 
tain a Cunſciencd nid of Offence ' towards Gad, Wany 
towards Men, through the ſame F.ſus Crit in tt 
Lord. Amen. _ nel yer, © 
11 To which let him add this ſhort Prayer. . Bu 
AF OST merciful God, wha haſt. given thine my 
#2, Son Jeſus Chriſi to die for our Sins: Grail "pb 
thy Grace, 1 humbly beſeech. thee, that 1 may never MM, chi 
wnmindful, bus always truly thankful for that in * 
maple Benefit . vouchſafed unte me by his Death ff, put 
Sufferings; and ſo fit and prepare me, O Lord, * 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, that bath at this, Mis it 
alkether, Times, 4 may be rightly qualified 4% confi. W. 
morgte the Paſſion of; my biejed Redeemer, in that iff; 
Ordinance. which he. has appointed ; and alſ« D G. 
actual ty partabs! of. that Redemption which as 


al H. 
ry. 
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riſt our Lord. Amen. 
N Brhudiaur at, and after the Holy Cammunion. 
1. At the Holy Communion, and at alt oth 
mes Mi the Worſhip of God, let every Man {ir 
as micht às hte cin, to keep his Mind intent al 
fixed pon what he is about, and to lay aſide 1 
oy all Wicked Thoughts, but alſo al ſuch as: 
| Impertinent to the prefent' Buſineſs: | 
2. Let him alſo take Care to behave him! 
with ſuch out ward Decency and Compoſednels, 
may be x ſufficient Token of that inward Devo!! 
zrifReverence Which he bears in his Heart, wille 


ga2l 


for not coming to the Sacrament. 4. 


; ng about, or any Way unneceſſarily moving his 
lenor whiſpering to auy one that is near him, or 
ni, Ile. OL — S 

% . Whilſt the Service is performing, let him all 
join with the Miniiter aud Congregation; wah 
nay en Heart and Thoughts hited up to God; and 


d his Tongue too, where the Liturgy requires 


Gid, any Thing ſhould be ſpoke aloud by the People; 
it Win the Reſponſes, the Confeſſion, the Lord's 


yer, and the ag 


. But let him take Care, likewiſe, to avoid all 


er, | 
5 ner of Affectation, and not to behave himſelf 
ſuch a Manner, as if he had a Mind to be taken 
Cr Wi: of for a Perſon of extraordinary Devotion. 
ee which Reaſon, whatever private Prayers, or 
1 ditations, he may have to offer up to God, let 


put them into his Thoughts alone, and let not 


hp Voice be heard, but when the public Office te- 
„reit. Ne ac EY a 
„„ Wuen he has received the Bread, let him offer 
Ws his, or ſome other ſhort Ejaculation, to God: 
| ;, C Cd grant that by the Sufferings of my 


r Savicur, who was crucified for me, I may efc 


„ Sufferings, and be made Partaker of euerlaſting 
ry. By c 5 Tm 
mn. Nänd when he has received the Cup, let him in 
t oth Heart thus ſay: 77 
str gracious God! grant that, by the ſhedding of. the 
nt al rd of thy dear Son, 1 may abtein the Renuſfion of 


. korn. re 
6. While the Bread and Wine: axe diſtributing 
the Reſt of the Congregation, le! him entertain 
wa with-ſuch Sort e and Prayers 

theſe 22 4 by D C7] SEE EER 2 7 5 
1. Let him again bethink himſelf what thoſe 
NS are, to Which he has bern moit inclined; ay 


4 


| 
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let him in the Preſence of God, 'feriouſly and | 
faſtly renew his Reſolution of being careful to abi 
from them for the Time to come. - 

2. Let him alſo conſider, What Opportunities 
ordinarily has for the doing of any good Wor 
and let him ſtedfaſtly purpoſe ever hereafter to 

diligent in making uſe of them. 

3. And let him hereunto add the following ff 
Fier: 

, reiful Cad, affiſi me with thy Grace and! 
＋ Spirit, that I may always keep thoſe Vos 6 
Loed Reſolutions which thou haft enabled me to nul 
that I may never return to any of my former Sy, 
ever hereaffer ferve thee faithfully, in the nl 
Praftice of Virtue and Religion, through Jaſus ( 

nr Log. Alte, Oo | 
4. And here let him expreſs his Charity, 


|, up a Prayer for all Mankind, in this or! > 
ike Form: F 
2, if it be thy gracious Will, extent thy H 7 
and Chmpifſion unto all Mankind. Fnlightn: 4 by 
Blinds of ne that are ignorant, and move the H *©d 
of theſe that dr oßflinuu, that they muy all recent! fa 
ly Truth, aud targfully live in the Protiice © 50 
Harden all my Enemies, O Lord, and bring blem, .“ 
all of us, all e mord wer, to true repentance, lf 9705 
ꝛbe _ all live. holuly and righteoufly dere, and 1 3 
an the End, be happyawith thee hereafter, through ji Pe 
Ghriſteur Lord. Amen. 8 ms 


5. And then let him entertain himſelf-with rea 
ing and meditating upon ſome fſele& Portion: 
the Holy Scripture, until ſach Time as the M 
. © Hiſter is ready to proceed" with the public Off 
I need not here tranſcribe an particular Tex! 
but will leave every Man to mk Choice of ſo 
as are m6{t agreeable to him; only it he be 2 
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oſs, let him read the Hundred and Nineteenth 
alm, where he will eaſily find proper Matter 
ough to employ his devouteſt Thoughts upon this 
cation. 
b. When the Service is ended, and the Con- 
regation diſmiſſed, let him d-part to his Home, 
r Place of Abode; and as ſoon as he has .a con- 
nent | Opportunity of retiring : into {ome private 
ace, let him firſt look back, and cenſider whetker 
no, in the Performance of this Holy Office, which 
bas fo lately been at, he has behaved himſelf in 
WM Things as he ought. to have done; and if he 
us that he has been any Way ſhort or defective 
erein, let him reſolve to 0 a — Care for the 
ime to come. 
. And then let him conclude with this, or the 
10 Prayer : "8 
TORD I defire to return my maſt humble and hearty 
Thanks to the, for all thy Bleſſmgs, both ſpiritual 
1d temporal, whith Thou haft wouchſafed io me. At 
is Time particularly, I praiſe and bleſs thy holy N ame, 
r that Opportunity which thou haſt this Day given 
I 10 cantmemorating the Death and . Paſſion of my 
Need Redeemer, and a UL of fartaking 9 his Merits 
he Participation of that holy Ordinance which he 
Jas appornted.. Lord, fardan "ll the Aab neſſis aud 
eis which I have been guilly of in the + ro 
f that, great Duty; and ajfeft me — MY. Grace, [ 
eech thee, that: vie whole \ — rſe- of my 15 Lanny 


n wer careful u fulfilunmd perform thoſe Voten and 
ad Reſslutions which 1 1 to thee,. through "Tejas 
e h our Lord. Amen. 


8. And laſt of all, let him never, as long as he 
Ives, be forgetful of whit he has thought, and ſaid, 
ru done, both before, and at the Holy Cdinmu- : 
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Reſtraint upon him from all Manner of Wicke 
neſs ; and let him upon the Aflault of any Temp 
tation, thus bethink himſelf: _ 

At ſuch a Time I received the Holy Communin 
and then I ſeriouſly reſelued, and ſolemuly promijed | 
Almighty God, that I would hearuly endeav:ur, in dl 
Paints, to live like a Chriſtian. Shall 1 then, upon 
Account, cheat, lie, curſe, ſuear, talk profanciy or a 
ſcenely, or the lite! No, Gad forbid! I have engagi 
myſelf to God, io be another Sort of a Man; and ul 
can I expect tut Wrath and Indignation from him, 
knowingly and wilfully I ſhould violate theſe Prone 

which J. jo deliberately and ſtedfaſtiy made ta him! 
A A EIN 
THE END. 1 Net &\ 
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